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In the frigid depths of Hokkaido’s winters more than forty years ago, a peculiar 
struggle took place. When temperatures dropped low enough, the contents of pit 
toilets—human waste       —would freeze solid. Worse still, the snow often blocked 
the roads, preventing vacuum trucks from collecting it. The only solution?
Locals had to chip away at the frozen waste with pointed sticks, braving the cold in 
order to keep their toilets usable. This real-life anecdote—dating back over four 
decades—was first shared by a radio personality named Kikuzo on the Japanese 
web radio show GAYA-RADIO. It forms the unforgettable foundation of the 
trick-taking board game KUSOGE TRICK.
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